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Holistic Model
	College.  The idea of going to college can be motivation for some.  Others may think of it as an obligation.  Still other people could be terrified of going to college.  Regardless of how someone views going to college, entering, and succeeding at a Higher Education Institution is in their best interest for success later in life.
  During high school students move through their four years taking classes and working towards their next step in their education.  Students have the opportunity to participate in a variety of different programs during their time in high school.  These programs give allow students to breach out and experience new things.  The programs and opportunities that students may take just for fun, or because their friends are taking them can actually be beneficial to them when the time comes to apply for college.  
The reason for discussing high school programs has to do with the holistic model for college admissions.  Test scores and an overall high GPA are important and show the academic strength of a student, but this does not show who the student is as a whole.  The holistic approach considers “Nonacademic characteristics and attributes such as geographic, personal background. extracurricular activities, service, and leadership, personal attributes, and extenuating circumstances” (Rigol).  These categories give college admission personnel a better picture of the student they are considering for admission.  HEIs that limit their admission pools to those students who only achieve certain test scores lose out on getting an idea of who is going to make up their incoming class of students.  
Another reason that the holistic approach is better for the HEI and prospective students.  The college does not need to decipher how each high school ranks their students and calculate their GPA.  The student can feel confident their whole body of work during their time in high school will be considered when applying for college.  “Using grade point average and class rank for selective admissions has its own problems: methodologies used to calculate hsGPA vary from school to school; neither grade point average nor class rank is standardized” (Smith and Zagurski p.56 2013).  There are students who are excellent and excel in the classroom, but potentially stumble when they are taking tests.  Focusing only on the test scores of a student does a disservice to potential students.  
Another facet to the holistic admissions model allows for a few extra ways to gain admission into the HEI a student is applying for.  Some of these methods could include “first generation in college, socioeconomic status, community service, and work experience” (Rigol).  All of these considerations could be the lifeline that a student who wants to enter an HEI needs if their grades are not exactly what the HEI is looking for.  A student who has worked a lot in the community and shown they would be a positive influence among their peers is a student an HEI would want to bring on their campus.  Students that come in with a history of work in the field of study they are trying to enter can be of benefit to the other students who are in class with them.  Students with work experience could also end up as a tutor at their HEI allowing them to help more than just the students in their specific class. 
Lastly, something that is a little more focused is the graduate admission at The University of Michigan Rackham Graduate School provides information for potential students to be aware of when looking to apply to their graduate program.  There are specific pieces that cover what is evaluated when a student applies “academic performance, research potential, and persistence and commitment” (Michel, Belur, Naemi, Kell p. 2 2019).  The criteria presented is a more focused form of the holistic admissions model for graduate school.
In conclusion the holistic admission model is a path for students to show who they are as a whole, not just a set of numbers.  Students have the opportunity to showcase their interests and their abilities outside of the classroom to show the HEIs they are applying to who they are as a person.  HEIs benefit by getting an idea of who students are.  They can bring in a student who may have lower test scores but will be a benefit to their community.  Also, an HEI will be able to arrange or provide support to incoming students that may need extra help to become ready for the challenges of college.  
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